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Kevin Jones is a serial entrepreneur in 
media and technology and events 
businesses. Successful seven out of eight 
times in startups and turnarounds, he has 
been effective in building information 
businesses in emerging technology or 
finance markets, from aquaculture to b2b 
Internet marketplaces to social enterprise. 
Three of Kevin’s startups became 
immensely profitable and resulted in the 
launch of multimillion-dollar businesses 
with less than $10,000 in startup capital 
apiece. 
 
He created Social Capital Markets, a 
network of investors, entrepreneurs, and 
social impact leaders who strive to meet at 

the intersection of money and meaning. They’ve created the largest conference for impact 
investors and social entrepreneurs, drawing more than 10,000 people. Kevin also invested in 
Better World Books, a successful business started by four Notre Dame graduates, which has 
grown from $16 million in revenues to more than $70 million. 
 
He has been a columnist in the print edition of Forbes and started as a country weekly newspaper 
editor in the poorest county of Mississippi. While there, his reporting sent the sheriff to prison on 
53 counts of fraud. Kevin led a highly educational malaria project in Swaziland and 
Mozambique for two years. He is married with two children and two grandsons and lives on a 
farm on a river near Asheville, NC. 
 

Stephen Keppel is a Vice President of 
Empowerment Initiatives at Univision overseeing the 
expansion and development of the News Division's 
social impact content. While at Univision Stephen has 
launched a series of multimedia campaigns in the areas 
of personal finance, entrepreneurship, health and the 
environment. Stephen is a World Economic Forum 
Media Leader and served on the WEF's Global Agenda 
Council on Migration. Stephen created the Economic 
Growth Initiative for Haiti (EGI) in 2005 to provide 
training, mentoring and financing to young Haitian 
entrepreneurs in Port-au-Prince (www.egi- 
haiti.org). 
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Alexandra LaForge currently works as the Director 
of membership & Programs at Investors’ Circle. Investors’ 
Circle (IC) is the world’s largest and most successful 
impact investing network. Alexandra works to grow IC’s 
community of mission-driven investors and develops 
programs and services to enhance its members’ impact 
investing practice. Additionally, she oversees IC’s 
partnership with The Hitachi Foundation’s Yoshiyama 
Young Entrepreneurs program, leveraging IC’s resources 
to support emerging impact entrepreneurs throughout the 
U.S. Alexandra studied English and International Peace 
Studies at the University of Notre Dame. 
 
 

 
Brendan Maher is the Founder of the Fellow Irish 
Social Hub (FISH), a social venture incubator based in South 
Bend. FISH is an independent, nonprofit organization that 
invites Notre Dame students, faculty, alumni and local 
community members to help develop socially innovative 
ideas into for-purpose enterprises. He graduated from the 
University of Notre Dame with a degree in Finance in 1994. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mary McKenna works with Operations & Business 
Development at Piece & Co., an organization that employs more 
than 4,700 women in 25 different countries, sourcing custom, 
artisan-made products for some of the world’s top fashion and 
retail brands. She previously worked in India with Milaap Social 
Ventures and Gray Matters Capital. She graduated from the 
University of Notre Dame where she studied Political Science 
and Government. 
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David Murphy is the Associate Dean of 
Entrepreneurship for the Colleges of Science and 
Engineering, as well as faculty member and Director of the 
ESTEEM (Engineering, Science, Technology, and 
Entrepreneurship Excellence Master’s) Graduate Program at 
the University of Notre Dame. Prior to arriving at Notre 
Dame, David helped launch and then lead Better World 
Books (as President and CEO from inception to July, 2011). 
David has worked for or started up more than 14 companies. 
He has raised more than $85M in capital to build and scale 
multiple organizations in the manufacturing, healthcare 
services, technology and online retail sectors – and through 
his leadership brought significant growth and scale to each. 
David received his B.A. in Economics from the University of 
Notre Dame and his MBA from the Amos Tuck School at 
Dartmouth College. David serves on multiple Boards and 
Advisory Councils and is a member of the Leadership 

Atlanta Class of 2012. He was also a Southeastern Regional Finalist for the Ernst and Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year Award in 2011.   
 
 
 
 

Jonathan Ng is the Global Legal Director & In-
House counsel for Ashoka: Innovators for the Public. 
He oversees all of Ashoka’s in-house legal matters 
for its global headquarters located in the Washington, 
D.C., metro area and helps coordinate legal support 
for its 33 country offices. He also manages Ashoka’s 
relationships with its pro bono legal counsel around 
the world. Jonathan recently co-taught a new course 
called Lawyering to Social Entrepreneurs at 
American University’s Washington College of Law 
and a new course called Social Entrepreneurship and 
the Law at Georgetown Law Center. Jonathan is a 
graduate of Notre Dame Law School and the 
University of Kansas. 
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Daniel Patton is a second year MBA/MS dual 
degree interested in the intersection between for profit 
business strategies and the desire to tackle pressing social 
and environmental issues.  Before coming to Michigan’s 
Ross School of Business, Daniel worked throughout the 
nonprofit sector in roles ranging from home repair to 
strategic planning to fundraising strategy.  He is also a 
Dow Sustainability Fellow that enables him to work in a 
highly multidisciplinary environment to take on real 
world sustainability challenges. He is a resident of Detroit 
and is invested in the ongoing change and transformation 
in his city. Daniel has a B.A. in Economics and 
International Studies from Loyola 
University Chicago. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anita Ramachandran has over 15 years of 
combined Non-Profit (NGO) & corporate operations 
and foundation management experience across a wide 
spectrum of industries and countries. Anita is the Senior 
Partnership Development Officer for MicroMentor at 
Mercy Corps, an online program supporting 
entrepreneurs connect with volunteer business mentors. 
In this role, Anita is able to combine her deep desire to 
make meaningful connections between people and 
organizations while striving for both business success 
and social impact. She draws passion from this to drive 
MicroMentor's US and global business development 
efforts and cultivates partnerships with organizations 
interested in establishing and growing a mentoring 
program. Anita brings with her an extensive corporate 
and non-profit background. Most recently she managed 
Operations for Xerox’s eCommerce and North 

American channel marketing business. She is also the co-founder and held a leadership role for 
15 years at a local non-profit, SAWERA that assists South Asian women and children affected 
by domestic violence since 1997. Bringing gender equality and inclusiveness is something she 
strives for in her role as member of her community and at MicroMentor.  She has a background 
in Environmental Science and an MBA from Portland State University. 
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Michael Sweikar is the Managing 
Director at the Notre Dame Initiative for 
Global Development (NDIGD). He formerly 
worked as a Program Manager at the National 
Center for State Courts (NCSC) Michael has 
worked on proposal development in response 
to USAID requests for proposals, particularly 
those in Eastern Europe. Prior to joining 
NCSC, he served as a Research Analyst in 
British Parliament and has designed and 
implemented several studies in conjunction 
with the Carter Center, CARE, and the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ). Michael holds a 
J.D. from the College of William & Mary 
Law School and an M.A. in Public Policy 
from the Thomas Jefferson School of Public 
Policy at the College of William & Mary. He 

earned his B.A. in Political Science from the University of Notre Dame. 
 

 Maya Winkelstein is Executive Director of Open 
Road Alliance.  Open Road fills a market demand for fast, 
flexible contingency funding, in the non-profit 
sector.  Maya has worked with Open Road since the 
organization's inception in 2012. At that time, she 
supported Open Road as an Associate Director with the 
consulting firm, williamsworks. During her tenure at 
williamsworks, Maya also worked with a range of clients 
to develop and implement new philanthropic initiatives, 
including Eastern Congo Initiative, Nike Foundation, 
PATH, Tostan, and TOMS Shoes. Prior to williamsworks, 
Maya served the NGO and government sectors focusing 
on program development, fundraising strategy, and 
corporate partnerships. Former affiliations include The 
Corporate Council on Africa, International Institute for 
Strategic Studies (IISS), and the Institute of National 
Strategic Studies (INSS) at National Defense University 
(NDU). She also worked as a Political Risk Consultant for 

the London-based consulting firm, Exclusive Analysis Ltd. Maya holds a B.A. in Political 
Science from the University of Michigan, and an MSc in International Relations from the 
London School of Economics. She also earned a Diplôme Internationale from the Political 
Sciences Institute, Sciences-Po, in Paris, France. 


